
 

Reception Parent Handbook 
Starting school in September 

 

Welcome to Hazeldene School 

We are so excited to welcome our new Reception children and their families to our school community in 
September. 

Whether you are new to our school or continuing your learning journey with us from Nursery, we can’t wait to 
have you join our vibrant community. This is the beginning of a wonderful adventure filled with curiosity, 
discovery, and joyful moments. Our classrooms are ready with caring staff, engaging activities, and a nurturing 
environment where every child can feel safe, valued, and eager to learn. We look forward to meeting you all, 
watching you grow in confidence, and celebrating each milestone together. Here’s to a fantastic start to your 
school journey! 

 

Getting to know your child 

At Hazeldene, we know how important a smooth transition is. We have carefully planned activities to help your 
child feel confident and secure as they begin their school journey. Our transition programme aims to ensure 
every child feels welcomed, settled and ready to learn.  

We also place a strong emphasis on getting to know each child as an individual before they start. Staff make 
contact with local nurseries and feeder settings, wherever possible, to gather valuable information about your 
child’s learning, development and interests. We aim to visit these settings to observe children in familiar 
environments and speak to their key workers. This helps us to understand each child's needs and plan a 
supportive and personalised start to their time with us. 

Welcome Meeting - We will hold a welcome meeting for all new parents and carers in June. This is a great 
opportunity to meet the reception team, Headteacher and other new families.  At the meeting we will let you 
know your child's class and teacher, as well as share key information about school routines, expectations and 
how we will support your child's transition into reception. We prefer this meeting to be just for the adults, there 
will be plenty of opportunities for the children to visit the school as part of their transition. 
 

Story time visit - In early July, we will invite your child into their new classroom for a Story Time session with 
their parent. These small-group visits are a lovely opportunity for children to meet their new teacher and some of 
their future classmates while having a familiar adult by their side. This gentle introduction helps build early 
confidence before the September start. 
 

Home Visits - We really value the opportunity to meet each child in their home environment before they begin 
school. Home visits help us build a personal connection with your child and family, offering a calm and familiar 
space where your child can begin getting to know us. 



Our school staff will carry out home visits at the beginning of the Autumn Term. A sign-up sheet will be available 
at the Welcome Meeting so you can choose a date that suits your family. 

Stay and Play sessions  

Before starting school, children will be invited into school in small groups for a Stay and Play session, either in the 
morning or afternoon. These sessions take place without parents, giving children a chance to explore the 
Reception classrooms and outdoor areas, interact with their peers, and meet the teaching team in a relaxed 
setting. We ask that children wear their school uniform for this session. Stay and Play sessions will take place 
during the week before they begin school with their full class. 

A full schedule of dates and times will be given at the welcome meeting in June. 

 

Starting school 

Your child will be part of an EYFS unit and will attend on a full-time basis. Our reception classes usually start one 
week after the main school 

Preparing for School: How to Help Your Child Be School Ready  

We understand that starting school is a big step for both children and parents. Our aim is to help every child feel 
happy, confident, and ready to learn from their very first day.  

There are many ways you can support your child at home to help them prepare for starting Reception:  

• Encourage your child to dress and undress independently, including putting on and taking off their coat, 
socks and shoes.  

• Support your child to use the toilet independently, including wiping properly, flushing the toilet and 
washing their hands.  

• Help your child to feed themselves, using a knife, fork and spoon.  
• Encourage tidying away toys and belongings after playing.  
• Play simple turn-taking games to develop patience and sharing skills.  
• Practise listening carefully to instructions and following two-step directions.  
• Help your child to recognise their own name and, if ready, begin to write it.  
• Share lots of stories together and talk about the events, characters and settings.  
• Encourage speaking in full sentences to build language and communication skills.  
• Sing songs and nursery rhymes to develop memory, rhythm, and language.  
• Gradually build up your child's confidence by leaving them for short periods with familiar adults such as 

relatives or family friends.  

Most importantly, talk positively about starting school, helping your child to see it as an exciting new adventure 
where they will make new friends and learn lots of new things. 

Our Reception Curriculum 

In Reception, children learn through a balance of adult-led and child-initiated activities, both inside and outside 
the classroom. Our environment is carefully set up to encourage exploration, independence, and a love of 
learning.  

We follow the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) curriculum, focusing on seven key areas:  

Prime Areas:      Specific Areas: 

• Personal, Social and Emotional Development  • Literacy 
• Communication and Language   • Mathematics 
• Physical Development     • Understanding the World 
       • Expressive Arts and Design 
 



Learning through play is at the heart of our approach. Activities are planned based on children’s interests, 
building skills, knowledge, and confidence. We also use high-quality texts, carefully chosen to reflect themes in 
our curriculum and the interests of the children. These books are used as a springboard for meaningful learning, 
inspiring vocabulary development, discussions, and linked activities across all areas of the EYFS curriculum. 

High Quality, Personalised Learning  

At Hazeldene, we recognise that every child is unique and develops at their own pace. Our approach to learning is 
flexible and responsive, allowing us to provide the right level of challenge and support for each child. Staff use 
their observations to tailor activities to suit individual interests, needs and stages of development, ensuring that 
all children feel confident and successful in their learning.  

We pride ourselves on offering a safe, secure, and nurturing environment where children feel valued and 
respected. Positive relationships are at the heart of our practice, helping children to build confidence and a strong 
sense of belonging. 

We also plan a balance of activities that allow children to practise and consolidate their learning, while 
introducing appropriate levels of challenge to help them move forward. Our curriculum encourages children to 
develop their independence, resilience, and problem-solving skills through purposeful play and high-quality adult 
interactions. 

Reading and Phonics  

At Hazeldene, we teach reading using the Soundswrite Phonics programme, ensuring children learn to read 
fluently and confidently. Once settled, your child will bring home a reading book matched to their phonic 
knowledge, along with a reading record.  

We ask that you support your child by reading daily and recording a short comment in their reading diary.  

Maths  

We follow the White Rose Maths scheme to teach key mathematical skills. Children develop understanding 
through practical, pictorial, and abstract methods. Our focus is on developing strong number sense and 
mathematical confidence. 

A Typical School Day  

• 8:40am - School gates open  
• 8:50am - Registration and wake and shake then adult led class teaching input and continuous provision 
• 10.45am - Snacktime followed by daily run  
• 11:15am - Adult led class teaching input  
• 11:45am - Lunch 
• 1:00pm - Adult led class teaching input and continuous provision 
• 3:15pm -  Home Time 

Children have access to indoor and outdoor learning throughout the day, whatever the weather. 

 What Your Child Needs Each Day 

• Book bag (with reading book and reading record)  
• Named water bottle (water only)  
• Coat suitable for the weather  
• All in one rain suit or equivalent (can be kept in school) 
• Hat, scarf and gloves in colder weather 
• Sunhat in warmer weather (please apply sunscreen at home)  
• Lunchbox if bringing a packed lunch  
• Wellington boots (can be kept at school) 
• Change of clothing including underwear (to be kept in school) 

 

 



Class Dojo  

At Hazeldene, we use Class Dojo is a popular school communication platform and app designed to connect 
teachers, students, and families.  

Through Dojo, we upload wow moments, photos, videos, and observations that capture your child’s learning in 
action. Parents and carers are encouraged to view and comment on the posts, helping to build a shared picture of 
your child's development. You can also upload your own observations or moments from home, which staff love 
to see and can use to inform classroom planning. Dojo is a valuable communication tool, giving families a window 
into daily life in Reception and helping strengthen the home-school partnership. Login details and support with 
setting up your account will be provided at the start of term. 

Supporting Learning at Home 

At Hazeldene, we value the important role that parents play in supporting their child's learning. We encourage 
families to stay involved and build on school learning at home in simple, enjoyable ways.  

Once your child is settled, they will bring home a reading book matched to their phonics level and a reading 
record. We ask you to read with your child daily and make a short note in the reading record.  

We send out regular updates on Dojo, highlighting what we’ve been learning in school. This may include ideas 
such as counting activities, songs, or topic-related conversations. These small moments of shared learning at 
home make a big difference. 

Photographs  

Staff may take photographs and short video clips of the children to record learning and celebrate special 
moments at school. These are primarily used on Tapestry, in classroom displays, or for internal school use. With 
parent permission, some photos may also appear on our school website or newsletter. Consent for photo use is 
part of the admissions process. 

Parent–Teacher Meetings 

Formal parent–teacher meetings take place in the autumn and spring terms to discuss your child’s progress. In 
the summer term, you will receive a written report. We also welcome informal conversations throughout the 
year. 

Parent Helpers  

We value the support of parent helpers in the EYFS environment. Opportunities may include reading with 
children, helping during activities or joining local trips. Parents wishing to help regularly will need to complete a 
DBS check, arranged by the school. We begin inviting helpers after the October half-term, once children are 
settled. 

Reception Events  

Throughout the year, we host events and celebrations where families are warmly invited. These may include 
parent reading drop in mornings, the Space Parade, Sports Day, and our end of year graduation. We will give 
plenty of notice for these dates. 

School Uniform 

Details of our school uniform can be found on our website. Items featuring the Hazeldene School logo can be 
purchased online at: www.totalclothingshop.co.uk/Hazeldene  

Non-logo items are easily available from most major supermarkets. Sample items will be available at the 
Welcome Meeting for you to look at and check sizing. 

Please note that Foundation Stage children require a tracksuit as they take part in both indoor and outdoor PE. 

http://www.totalclothingshop.co.uk/Hazeldene


We kindly ask that all clothing and personal items—coats, scarves, hats, gloves, and lunchboxes—are clearly 
named. Each term we accumulate a large amount of unclaimed, unnamed lost property, which we ultimately 
donate to charity. Clearly labelling items ensures anything misplaced is quickly returned. 

Food and drink  

Lunchtime: All Reception children are entitled to a Universal Infant Free School Meal. These are served daily and 
include a hot meal option, a vegetarian option, jacket potato or a choice of filled rolls.. Parents will need to 
register for School Grid to select and manage meal choices. You will receive a login and instructions when your 
child starts school. 

If you prefer, your child can bring a healthy packed lunch. Please note that we are an egg free and nut free school 
due to severe allergies in school. Packed lunches should not include sweets, chocolate bars, or nut-based 
products, including spreads such as Nutella or peanut butter or egg mayo fillings.  

Milk and fruit: Children are offered a piece of fruit or vegetable every day as part of the free healthy snack 
scheme. Milk is also available for all EYFS children up until the age of 5. Details will be shared at the start of term.  

Water: All children must bring a clearly named water bottle to school each day. This should only contain water 
and will be accessible throughout the day to help keep children hydrated. 

Access to School, Drop-off and Pick-up  

Drop-off: The school gates open at 8:40am. Children will enter the reception class area at the top of the nursery 
slope and enter the classrooms via the outside classroom doors. A member of staff will be there to greet them. 
Registration takes place promptly at 8:50am.  

Pick-up: At the end of the school day (3:15pm), parents and carers are asked to wait in the reception garden. 
Staff will dismiss each child once they have seen the adult who is collecting them. This is to ensure children's 
safety and a calm end to the day. 

Changes to Usual Collection: If someone different is collecting your child, please inform contact the school office 
before 2:30pm. The adult collecting must be known to the school and have the agreed password if not familiar to 
staff. 

Late Collection: If you are going to be late, please call the school office as soon as possible. Children who are not 
collected on time will be taken to the Care club, where they will be supervised until you arrive, (charges may 
apply for the session) 

Wrap Around Care:  Care Club is our Breakfast and After School provision, running from 7:45 am until 6:00 pm. 
Sessions will need to be pre-booked to ensure we have the correct staffing numbers. Log in details will be 
provided for this before the summer holidays. 

 

Life at School  

Communication  

We communicate with parents primarily by Arbor our parental communication platform. You may also receive 
updates via our Dojo school app. Weekly newsletters are published on the school website, reminders, and 
information about events or changes to routines are sent regularly.  

If you need to contact the school, please email office@hazeldeneschool.co.uk or call the office on 01234 300100.  

Attendance and absence reporting  

Good attendance is vital for your child’s progress and development. We encourage children to be in school every 
day, unless they are genuinely unwell. Our attendance expectations are in line with guidance from the 
Department for Education, which states that children should attend school regularly and on time to support their 
learning, development and well-being. That said, we completely understand that children may occasionally be 

mailto:office@hazeldeneschool.co.uk


unwell and need time at home to recover. We appreciate your support in using your judgment to decide when 
your child is too poorly to attend school.  

If your child will be absent, please notify the school by 8.45 am by calling our absence line 01234 300100. 

 For planned absences or appointments during school hours, please inform the school in advance and complete 
the relevant absence request forms.  

Please note that holidays during term time are strongly discouraged and will not be authorised unless there are 
exceptional circumstances. Any requests for term-time leave must be submitted in writing to the Headteacher.  

Unauthorised absences may be referred to the local authority and could result in a fixed penalty notice. 

Illness, Medical Needs and First Aid 

If your child becomes unwell during the school day, we will contact you, so it’s important we have up-to date 
emergency contact details. Children who have been sick or had diarrhoea should remain at home for at least 48 
hours after the last episode to prevent the spread of infection. 

If your child has an ongoing medical condition, allergy, or dietary need, please let us know. We will arrange a care 
plan if required and ensure staff are fully informed. Any medication that needs to be administered at school must 
be given to the office by an adult and accompanied by a completed medication consent form. 

Minor injuries or bumps are treated by a trained first aider. If your child has a more serious injury or receives a 
bump to the head, we will notify you by phone. 

Friends of Hazeldene (FoH)  

We are lucky to have a supportive and active parent group, the Friends of Hazeldene (FoH). FoH organises 
fundraising events throughout the year including fairs, cake sales and school discos. These events raise money to 
support enrichment activities and buy resources for the school. All parents and carers are welcome to get 
involved – it's a great way to meet others and support the school community. 

Website 

Our school website is an excellent source of up-to-date information and guidance. Here, you can find school 
policies, term dates, newsletters, curriculum details, and contact information. The website is also home to the 
dedicated Reception Starters page, where you can access this Parent Handbook, the Reception Photobook, and 
any transition updates. We encourage you to visit the site regularly to stay informed about key events and to 
learn more about life at Hazeldene School. The website can be accessed at: www.hazeldeneschool.co.uk  

 

 

http://www.hazeldeneschool.co.uk/

